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T HE political Liberty of the Subje&, is a tranquillity of 
Mind arifing from the Opinion each. Perfon has of his fafety. 
In Order to have this Liberty, it is requifite the Government 
be fo conftituted as one Man need not be afraid of another. 
When the Legiflative and Executive Powers are united in the 
fame Perfon, or in the fame Body of Magiftrates, there can 
be no Liberty ; becaufe Apprehenfions may arife, left the 
fame Monarch or Senate fhould enaé&t Tyrannical Laws to 
exeeute them ina Tyrannical Manner. 


Monte/quien’s Spirit of Laws, Book IX. Chap. vi. 


AN 


A DeD RE Ss s 


T, HOE 


Inhabitants “ase Peanfyloaniae 


AVING in the coutfe of the prefent week, 

‘laid before the Public, fome Remonftran~ 
ces, which our prefent fituation called on us to 
make, to the Prefident and Council, and in 
which we conceived you were equally (tho’ not 
fo immediately) concerned with ourfelves, and 
perceiving that advantage is taken of our fitua~ 
tion, to reprefent us to you, as men dangerous 
to the community: We think ourfelves bound, 
by the duty we owe to our country, to our 
families, to thofe who have heretofore held us 
in efteem, and to the general welfare of fociety; 
to addrefs you, and lay before you, a particulat 
ftate of a moft dangerous attack; which haa 
been made upon the caufe of civil and religious 
freedom, by confining, and attempting to ba« 
nifh, from their tendereft connections, a number 
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of men, who can, without boafting, claim to 


themfelves, the charaéters of upright and good 
citizens. 


For fome time paft, it has been a fubjed of 
"public converfation, that lifts were made out of 
great numbers\of ° the citizens of Philadelphia, 
who were to be confined for offences, fuppofed 
~ to have beén committéd-againt theyinterefts of 
Amczrica—T hefe reports were generally prefum~ 
ed ‘to arife from intemperate zeal,» and perfonal 
_ animofities; and, until the attempt, which 
-ereates the neceflity of calling your attention to 
ns, little regard feem’d to be: paid to them. 


Buta few days fince the-feene opened, 
_andwe, the fubfcribers, were called upon, by 
perfons, not known as public officers of juftice, 
to put our names toapaper, ‘‘ promifing not 
S to depart from our dwelling-houfes, and:to be 
‘¢ready to appear, on the demand of the Pre-~ 
“‘ fident and-Council of the fate of Penn/yl- 
** vanta, ‘and sto engage. to refrain from doing 
“any thing injurious to the United Free States 
"of North America, by {peaking, writing, sor 
*‘otherwife, and from ‘giving intelligence to 
** the Commander of the Britifh forces, or any 

‘¢ other 
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‘© other perfon whatever, concerning public 
“ affairs.” 


Conscious of our innocence, in refpect to 
the charges infinuated in this paper againft us, 
and unwilling to part with the liberty of breath- 
ing the free air, and following our lawful bufi-, 
nefs beyond the narrow limits of our houfes,, 
difdaining to be confidered in fo odious: a light, 
as men who by crimes had forfeited our come. 
mon,and inhereat rights, we refufed to become 
voluntary, prifoners, and rejected the propofal. 
We demanded with that boldnefs, which is 
infeparable from innocence, to know by what, 
authority they aéted, of what crimes we were 
accufed meriting fuch treatment ; .and, tho’ to 
fome of us the {mall fatisfation was given, of 
acquaintiog us, they acted in purfuance of a 
recommendation’ of Congrefs; and to others, 
was read, patt of a warrant, from the Pr efident. 
afal Council; yet, not one of us, .was allowed 
the indifputable right, of either reading or copy- 
ing it. Altho’ the great number of meflengers, 
employed in the execution of this warrant, and 

of the perfons who were the objects of it, varied 


“<. fome of the circumftances attending it, yet the 


general tenor of their conduct was uniform, 
! and 
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and marks the fpirit which a€tuated them. We 
were all upon our refufal to fubferibe, cither 
immediately, gr in fome fhort time conducted 
to this place, where we remained in clofé con- 
finement, under a military guard, for twenty- 
four hours, expeCting to be inform’d of the caufe 
of our being taken, and to have an Opportunity 
of defending ourfelves; but finding no notice 
taken of us by our perfecutors, we at length, 
unitedly demanded of one of the principal’ 
meflengers, a copy of the warrant, by virtue of 
which we were feized, in order that we might . 
know from thence, what heinous crimes were 
charged on us, to juftify fuch rigorous treat- 
ment. After confulting his. employers;: and 
caufing fome delay, he thought proper to grant 
our demand—But how were we aftonithed to 
find a General Warrant, fpecifying no manner 
of offence againft us, appointing no authority 
to hear and judge,’ whether we were guilty or 
innocent, nor limiting any duration to our con~ 
finement !—Nor was this extracrdinary Warraat 
more exceptionable in thefe refpects, than in 
the powers given to the: meflengers to break, 
and fearch not only our own, but all the houfes 
their heated imaginations might lead them 
to fufpea&, It would be tedious to ees 
BS the 
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the’ gtofs enormities contained in this engine of 
modern defpotifm: We therefore prefent you: 
with a copy, from the bare perufal of which, 
you will form al better idea of the arbitrary’ {pi~ 
rit it breathes, than from me pelesenon we 
could poflibly give it. 203 


He COO UG L. 
aril "Philadelphia, Aiguf'31, 1777. 


- « WHEREAS the Congrefs of the. United, 
~ States of North: America have, by their Refolve. 
of the 28th. init, ( Auguft) recommended to 
the Executive Powers of the feveral ‘lates, to 
apprehend and fecure all perfons, who have in 
their general conduct, and converfation, evi- 
denced a difpofition inimical to the caule of 
America; particularly Yofbua . Fifer, Abel 
James, “fames “Pemberton, Henry Drinker, Ifrael 
Pemberton, fobn Pemberton, John ‘fames, Samuel 
Pleafants, Thomas Wharton, Senior,’ Thomas 
Fifer, (Son of “Sofoua,) and Samuel Fi ifper, 
(Son of Yofoua,) together with ‘all fuch papers 
in their poffeffion, as may be of a political nature, 
and that the perfons fo feized, be confined ia 
fach places, and treated in fuch manner, as fhall 
be. copfiftent with their refpective characters, 

and 
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and the fecurity of their perfons; and that. the 
records and papers of the Meeting of Sufferings 
of the Society of the People called Quakers, in. 
the feveral ftates, be forthwith fecured, and 
that fuch parts of them, as may be of a political 
nature, be forthwith tranfmitted to Congrefs. 


AND WHEREAS it is neceflary, for the pub- 
lic fafety at this time, when a Briti/b army has 
Janded in Maryland, with a profeffed defign of 
enflaving this free country, and is now advancing 
towards this city, asa principal object of hofti- 
lity, that fuch dangerous perfons be accordingly 
fecured.—Therefore 


ResotveD, That a fuitable number of the 
friends to the public caufe, be authorized, 
forthwith to feize and fecure the perfons of the 


faid 


s¢ Jofhua Fither, . *¢ Samuel, Pleafants, 

*« Abel James, «« Thomas Wharton, Senior, 

«¢ James Pemberton, «¢ Thomas Fither, (Son of Joth.) 
© John Pemberton, _ . Samuel Fifher, (Son of Johh.) 
“ Henry Drinker, John James, 


*¢ Tfrael Pemberton, © 
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© Miers Fither, ge” * Thomas Pike, 
“Elijah-Brown, « a ** Owen Jones, Funior 
*¢ Hegh Roberts, « Jeremiah Warder, 
“© George Roberts, William Lenox, 
*¢ Jofeph Fox, fit *¢ Edward Penington, 
« John Hunt «© Caleb Emlen, 
«© Samuel Emlen, Funior, William Smith, Broker, 
«© Adam Kuhn, MD. *¢ Samuel Murdoch, 
** Phineas Bond, - Alexander Stedman, 
6* William Smith, DD, Charles Stedman, Funéors 
“« Rey, Thomas Coombe, ** Thomas Afheton, (Merchant) ° 
&¢ “Samuel Shoemaker, William Imlay, 
*¢ ‘Charles ‘Jervis, *¢ Thomas Gilpin, 
William Drewet Smith, *¢ Samuel Jackfon, and 
** Charles Eddy, «© Thomas Affleck, 


Resotvep, That the following inftructions 
be alfo given, : 

Earzy attention fhould be given to Sob 
Hunt, who lives on the Germantown road, 
about five miles off the city, and to Yobn Pem- 
berton, Samuel_Emlen, and other leaders in the 
Society of Quakers, concerning books and 
papers—As.to the reft, your owa prudence muft 
diredt. ’ 


ConGREss recommend it, and we with to 
treat men of reputation, with as much tender= ~ 
é nefs, 
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ne(s, as the fecutity of their perfons and papers 

will admit—-We defire therefore, ‘that if. the 

perfons whofe names in the lift'are marked with 

turn'd comma thus ‘* * offer to you, by @ pro 

mife in- writing, to remain in their dwelling- 

houfes, ready to appear on demand of Council, . 
and mean while to refrain from.doing-any thing 
injurious to the United Free States of North 
America, by {peaking, writing, or otherwife, 
and from giving intelligence to, the Commander 
in Chief. of the Britifh forces, or any other 
perfon whatever, concerning public affairs, you 
difmifs them from further confinement of their 
perfons: But if fuch engagement, or a promife 
equivalent thereto cannot be obtained, we de= 
fire that, in fuch cafe, you confine the refufers, 
together with the others, to whofe names the 
faid mark is not prefixed, in fome convenient 
place, under a guard, with which the Towa 
Major, Colonel Wico/a, will fupply you.—The 
Free-Mafon’s Lodge may be perhaps procured ; 
it would ferve as well as any other place for 
this purpofe. You may perceive that Council 
would not, without neceflity, commit many of 
the perfons to the common goal, nor even to 
the flate prifon. . _ RESsoLvEDs 


* The Original is marked with a Crofs, 
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Resouven, That the following perfons be 
appointed and authorized to carry into exeeu~ 
tion, the refolves of yetterday, refpecting | the © 

atrefting fach perfons, as are deemed ininiical t¢ 


the caule of American Liberty, viz. 


William Bradford; 
Sharpe Delany; 
James Claypole, 
William Heyshants 
john Purviance; 
Jofeph Blewers 

Paul Cox; | 
Adam Kemmel; 
William Grahams 
William Hardy; 
Charles Wilfon Peale; 
€aptain Mc. Culloch, 
Nathaniel Donnell, 


Robert Smith; 
William Carfon3 
Lazarus Pine, 
Captain Birney; 
Joho Downey, 

John Galloway; 
John Lile, 

James Loughead;. 
James Cannon; 
James Keri; 
William Tharpe, and 
Thomas Bradford, — 


ToceTuer with fach other perfons as they 
fhall call to their afliftances 


GEORGE BRYAN, Pie ate 


THE re baie to featch, mutt neeflrily extend 
t0 the opening of locks. 


. 


GEORGE BRYAN, 7%. Pi 


(A true Copy.) We, BRADFORD. 


Yow 


oe 


‘You will eee. that the Prefident and 
Council, who know our characters, and t to whom 
(but for their prejudice, and want ‘of candor in 
this inftance, ), we could have appealed for the 
innocence of our condud and conver/ation ; they 
have not undertaken to charge us with any 
offence, but: rely asa foundation for-their pro- 
ceedings, on the’ information contained ‘in'# re- 
commendation of “‘Congrcfs, to whom the’ greater 
part of us are. fcarcely known but by name, 
and who muft-have'formed the hard judgment 
they pronounced adint us unbeard,’ frofit’ re- 
ports whifpered: by.our enemies. . 


Can | any ‘thing’ more decitivaly’ evidence the 
want of proof againft us, and the injuftice of 
the’ iffisaations, than ‘this ftubborm: incontro- 
vertible faét.—-We have demanded as a matter’ 
of fighryito be heard before: both thofe bodies, 
who have hitherto declined it—A demand 
reafonable: im itfelf} founded on the immutable 
principles of equity, and warranted. by.the con-, 
fitution under. which. the Council derive every 
power they claim. : 


| ; THE 


° 
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Tue powers granted by this warrant are fuch, 

as in any. free country, where the Jews and not 
the will of the governors, are the flandard of 
juftice, would be reprobated, as over-turning 
évery fecurity that men can rely on—Your 


‘boufes, which by the law ofthe land, are your 


caftles againft invaders, your chambers, your 


- clofets, your defks, the repofitories of your deeds, 


your fecurities, your letters of bufinefs, or friend- 
fhip, and other domeftic concerns, which every 
man naturally withes to keep within the circle 
of his own family, ate permitted to be broken, 
fearched, expofed tothe prying eye of malignant 
curiofity, and all this, without any well-found= 
ed caufe of fuipicion. This is not declamation, 
nor an idle apprehenfion of imaginary griev- 
ances, but a true reprefentation of what fome 
of us have experienced, in the execution of this 
unprecedented commiffion,—Nor can any man 
think himfelf fafe, from’the like, or perhaps 
more mifchievous effects, if a precedent of fo 
extraordinary nature, be eftablifhed by a tame 
‘acquiefcence with the prefent wrong. 


By perufing the following Remonftrance, 
made to the Council, by three of us, you will 
find 


. le eae ia 
eae 
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find that application was-made for relief from 


pur oppreffions, 


AREMONSTRANCE ¢@hbis day pre= 
Jented to the Prelident and Council, by the 
Hands of their Secretary. 


To the Pr¢ fident and Council of Pepalilvanieg 
The REMONSTRANCE of 


Yracl Pemberton, Sfobn Hunt, and Samuel 
Pleafants, 


SHEWETH, — 
oR AT Lewis Nicola, is about to deprive us 


of our Liberty, by an order from you, af 
which the following is a copy, viz. 


In COUNCIL, September: 3, 1777: 

Ordered, ** Tu aT Colonel Nicola, Town- 
#* Major, do take a proper guard, and feize 
§* [jrael Pemberton, fobu Hunt, and Samuel 
** Pleafants, and eonduct them to the Free- 
#¢ Mafon's Lodge, and there confine them under 
i guard, till further orders,”, 


Wa 


el Pe 
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We are advifed, and from our own know- 

ledge, of our rights and privileges as Freemen 

are affured, that your iffuing this order, is 

arbitrary, unjuft, and illegal, and we therefore 

believe it is our duty, in clear and expre(s terms, 
to remonftrate againft it. 


THE order appears to be arbitrary, as you 
have affum’d an authority, not founded on law 
or reafon, to deprive us, who are peaceable 
‘men, and have never born arms of our Liberty, 
by a military force, when you might have 
direéted a legal courfe of proceeding—unjutt, as 
we have not attempted, nor are charged with 
any act, inconfiftent with the charaCter we have 
fteadily maintained, of good citizens, folicitous 
to promote the real intereft, and profperity of 
our country, and that it is illegal, is evident, 
from the perufal and confideration of the con- 
ftitution of the government, from which you | 
derive all your authority and power. 


W z, therefore, claim our undoubted right 
as Freemen, having a juit fenfe of the ineftima- 
ble value of religious and civil Liberty, to be ~ 

- heard before we are confin’d, in the manner 
directed by the faid order ; and we have the 
more 
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more urgent caufe, for infifting on this our 
right, as feveral of our fellow-citizens have been 
fome days, and now are confin’d by your order, 
and no opportunity is given them to be heard ; 
and, we have been inform’d, that it is your 
purpofe, to fend them and us, into a diftant part 
of the country, even beyond the limits of the 
jurifdiction you claim, and where the recourfe, 
we are juftly and lawfully ‘intitled to, of being 
heard, and of clearing ourfelves from any charge 
or fufpicions, you may entertain, refpeGing us, 
will be imprafticable: 


We fervently defire, You may be fo wife, as 
to attend to the dictates of truth and juftice, in 
your own minds, and obferve the precepts of owe 
Lird Jefus Chrift, whom you profefs to believe 
in; All things whatjoever ye would, that mén 
Jaeuld do to you, Do ye even fo unto them, 
Maithew vii. 12, and then, We have no doubt, 
You will comply with this juft claim we make, 
which will be duly acknowledged, by your real 
friends and well- withers, 


IsRAEL PEMBERTON, 

Joun Hunt, 

SAMUEL PLEASANTS. 
Philadelphia, 4th gma. 1777+ 


PPUNNSYLVANTA a 


as We the faid fubfcribers,. attended at the 
ae of the Couneil- Chamber, and made appli- 
cation by. the Secreta’ 'y, to be admitted, in ore 
der; t to deliver o our Re monitrahce, to which we 
could, after repeated applications, obtain no. 
th other antwer, than that “ Council had {flued’ 
the ‘arreft, ia ‘coifequence of a refolve of Con= 
grefs, and cannot.now admit you to be. heard.’ ‘“ 


We therefore delivered our Remonttrahce to 
the Secretary, and waited, until He came out 
read to. the Rous, and ‘they afterwards pro= 
ceeded to thé’other “ bufinefswhich was before 
them.” Immediately,.after which,.we-were con- 
ducted by Lewis Nicola, to the Free-Mafon’s 
Lodge, where we are now confin’d, with a 
number of our fellow-citizens,.. with whoa we 
have join’d, in a more-full: Remonftrance tothe 
Prefident and Council ; and this evening, Hil 
or Bradforg,.came | to Us, and read us a letter, 

which h te following i isa Copy, ee oe 


SIR, 
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SIR, 

C OUNCIL have refolved, to fend the pri. 

foners, now confined at the Free-Mafon’s 
Lodge, to Stanton, in the county of Augufta, in 
the ftate of Virginia, there to be fecured, and 
treated in fuch manner, as fhall be confiftent 
with their refpective characters, and the fecurity” 
of their perfons, which you are requefted to 
communicate to them, and inform them, that 
carriages will be provided for their accomoda- 
tion in the journey, unlefs they chufe to provide 
themfelves therewith. —It is propofed ass ney 
go = Saturday morning next. 


I am, with great Reppett, 


Your humble Servant, 4 
": MariLac, Sec 


Thurfday, Sep: 4, 1777+ 
To Colonel W. BRADFORD. 
‘(€ory.) 
The above is a true copy of the letter I 
received this evening from - 
T. MaTLock. 


W. BRADFORD; 


F “ ; ; 
se ; a . . : ¥ 
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By the letter publithed at the foot of it, you 
will {ce what are the ideas of juflice entertained 
by the Council ; inftead of the required hears 
ing, to avoid fuch application, they refolved . 
to banifh us, unbeard, into an ob{cure corner _ 
of a country, near three hundred miles diftan€™ 
from our parents, our wives, our children, our 
dear and tender connections, friends and ace 
quaintance, to whom we owe, and from whoin 
we expedt protection, aflittance, comfort, and 
every endearing cffice, to acountry where the 
Prefident and Council have no prétence of juci@ 
diction, ftom whence we- may be liable tabe 
farther banithed. 


( 


Berore the receipt of that letter, we had 
prepared and fent the following Remonfrance # — 


To the Prefident and Council of Pénotjivanide : 


The Remontftrance of the [ubfcribers, Freemen; 
and Inhabitants of the City of Philadelphias 
now confined 1 in the Mafon’s Lodge. 
§ HEWETH, 
VHA T the fub{cribers have bed by virtue 
of a.wateant figned in Council by George 


Bryan, Vice-Prefident, arrefted in our houfes, . 
ms D and 
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_-and on our lawful occafions, and conducted to 


this’ place, where we have been kept in clofe 


‘confinement, under a ftrong military guard, 


‘two or more days—=that altho’ divers of us de- 
manded of the meflengers who arrefted us, and 
infifted on having copies of the faid warrant, 
yet we were not able to procure the fame,-till 
this prefent time, but have remained here un- 


- aceufed and unheard, We now take’the earlieft 


opportunity of laying our grievances béfore 
your body, from whom we apprehend they pro- 


ceed, and of claiming to ourfelves the Liberties 
and) Privileges to which we are entitled by the — 


fundamental rules of juftice, by our birthright 
and inheritance, the laws of-the land; and 


- by the exprefs provifion of the prefent Confti- 
_ tation, under which your board derive their 


power. 


‘Wz apprehend, that no man can lawfully 
Be: deprived of his Liberty, without a warrant 


Frons fonte perfons-having competent auihority, — 


Apecifying an cffence againft the laws of the 
land, fupported by oath or affirmation of the 
accuiér, and limiting the time of his imprifon- 
menf, until he is heard, or legally difcharged, 


unlefs _ 


4 
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unlefs the party be found in the adtual perpe- 
‘tration of a crime. Natural-juftice, equally. 
with law, declares that the party accufed fhould 
know what he is to an{wer to, and have an 
opportunity of thewing his innocence. Thefe. 
principles are {trongly enforced in the ninth and 
‘tenth fections of the Declaration of Rights, 
‘which form a fundamental and inviolable part 
of the Conftitution, from which you derive your 
power, wherein it is declared, : 


IX. « Twa T in all profecutions for crimi- 
nal offences, a man hath arightto be heard © 
by himfelf and his Council, to demand the 
caufe and nature of his accufation, to be con= 
fronted with the witnefies, to call for evidence 
in his favour, and a fpeedy public trial by an 
impartial jury of the country; without the 
unanimous confent of which jury, he cannot 
be found guilty—Nor can he be compelled to. 
give evidence againft himfelf ; nor ¢an any man 
be juftly deprived of his liberty, except by the 
laws of the land, or the judgment of his 
peers.” : ald 


‘X, © Tuar the people have a right to 
hold 


ie 


20 «To the INHABITANTS ~ 


hold themfelves, their houfes;. Papers, and 
pofleffions, free from fearch or feizure, “and 
therefore, warrants without oaths or affirmations 
fit made, affording a fufficieat foundation for 


them, and whereby any officer or m: flenger 


my be commanded or riquired to fearch fufa 
pected places, or to feize any perfon or perfons, 
his or their proper'y nut particularly defcribed, 
are contrary to that right and ought not to be 


granted.” 


How far thefe principles have been adhered 


. 20; in the courfe of this bufinefs, we fhall goon 


to thew, 


Upon the examination of the faid warrant, 
we find it is, in all refpe@s, inadequate to thefe 
defcriptions, altogether unprecedented in this or. 
any free countiy, both’ in its fubfance, and 
the latitude given to the meflengers who were 
to execute it, and wholly {ubverfive of the very 
Conftitution you profe's to {upport.—The only 
charge on which it is founded, is a recom- 
mendation of Congrefs to apprehend and fecure 
all perfons who in their general condu& and 
conyerfation have evidenced a dif pofition irimi- 
gal to the ‘caule of America, and particularly 

‘ . Naming 
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naming fome of us,—-but not fugzefting the 
‘Jeaft offence to have beea committed by us. ? 


e 


Ir authorifes the meffengers to fearch all 
papers belonging to us, upon a bare poffibility, 
that fomething political may be found, but 


without the leaft ground for a fufpicion of the 
kind, 


Ir requires papers, relative to the fufferings 
of the people called Q iakers, to be feized, with- 
out limiting the fearch to any houfe, or number 
of houfes; under colour of which, every. houfe 
in this city, might be broke open. 


To the perfons whom the Congrefs have 
thought proper to feleét, the Warrant adds a 
number of the inhabitants of the city, of whom 
fome of us are part; without the leaft infinua- - 
tion, that they are within the de‘cription given 
by the Congreis, in their recommendation. 

Ir dire@s all thefe matters to be executed 
. (tho’ of the higheft importance to the Liberties 
of the people) at the dicretion of a fet ef men, 
who are under no qualification for the due exe- 
cution of the office, and are unaccuftomed to’ 

the. 
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- the forms of executing civil procefs, from 


whence probably, have proceeded the exceffes 


and irregularities committed by fome of them, 


in divers inftances, by refufing to give copies 
of the procefs to the parties arrefted, by deny- 
Me to fome of us, a reafonable time to confider 
of anfwers, and prepare for confinement.—I[n 
the abfence of others, by breaking our defks 
and other private repofitories—and by ranfack~ 


“ing and carrying off domeftic papers, printed 


books, and other matters not within the terms 
of the Warrant. 


Ir limits no time for the duration of our 
imprifonment, sor points at any heating, which 


js an abfolute requifite to make a legal Warrant ; 


but confounds in one Warrant, the power to 
apprehend, and the authority to commit, with- 
out interpcfing a judicial officer between the 
parties and the meflenger. 


~ Upon the whole, we conceive this Warrant 


and the proceedings thereupon, to be far more 
dangerous in its tendency, and a more flagrant 
violation of every right which is dear to Free- 


_ men, than eny that can be found i in tne records 


of the Englith conftitution. - 
Bur 
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~ Bur when we confider the ufe to which 
this Generar WarranT has been applied, 
and the P.rfons upon whom it has been execu- 
ted, (Who challenge the World to charge th:m 
with offence) it becomes of too great magni- 
tude. to be confidered as the caufe of a Few.— 
It is the caufe of every Inhabitant, and may, if 
permitted to’ pafs into a Precedent, eftablitha 
Syftem of Arbitrary Power unknown bat in 


the dnguilitign, or the defpotic Courts of the 
Eaft. 


Waar adds further to this alarming ftretch 
of power is, that we are informed the Vice- 


Prefident of the Council, has declared to one of 


the Magiftrates of the City, who called on him 


to enquire into the Caufe of our confinement, . 


that we were to be fent to Virginia UNHEARD. 


-ScaRrcery could we believe fuch a declaraq 


tion could ‘have been made by a perfon who 


‘fills the fecond place in the government, till we- 


were this day confirmed in the melancholy truth 


by three of the fubfcribers, whom you abjalutely 


refufed to bear in perfon, or by Council,—We 
would remind you of the complaints urged by 
numbers 
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numbers of yourfelves again(t the Patiacient of 
Great-Britain, for condemning ‘the town of 
Boflon UNHEARD, and we call upon you to 
reconcile your prefent conduc with your then 
_ profeffions, or your repeated decjarations. in ~ 
favour of general Liberty. — 


In the name therefore of the whole body of the 
Freemen of Pennfylvania, whote Liberties are 
radically ftruck at in this arbitrary imprifon- 
ment of us, their wnoffending fellow-citizens : 
We DEMAND an audience; that fo our inno- 
cence may appear, and perfecution give place 
to juttice.—But if, regard'efs of every facred 
obligation by which men are bound to each 
other in fociety, and of that Conftitution by 
which you proteis to govern, which you have fo 
loudly magnified for the free fpirit it breaches, 
you are ftill determined to proceed ; be the ap-= 
peal to the righteous judge of ali the earth for 
the integrity of our hearts, and the ‘unparalelled 3 
tyranny of your meafures. 


Sfomes Pemberton, Fie Drinker, 
Thomas Wharton, © Phineas Bond, 
Thomas Coombe; - : Thomas Gilpin, 
Edward Penington, John Pemberton, 
Thomas 


a. 
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Thomas Pike, Thomas Fiber, 
Owen ‘fones, junt. _ Miers Fifher, 
Thomas Affleck, Charles Eddy, 
Charles Fervis, Ifrael Pemberton, 


William Smith, (brok.) ‘fobn Hunt, 
William Drewet Smith, Samuel Pleafants. 


Major's Lodge, Philadelphia, 
September 4th, 1777- 


N. B. The three lat fubfcribers, were firft 
attended by fome of thofe, who executed the 
General Warrant ; but after their Remonftrance 
to the Prefident and Council, were arrefted by 
Lewis Nicolz, and conducted to the Lodge, by 
a Special Order to him. 


Tur foregoing Remontftrance was delivered 


to Thomas, Wharion, junr. Prefident, 8c. laft » 


evening, who promifed to lay it before Council, 

and fend an anfwer to one of the Gentlemen, 

who delivered it to him this morning ; bot no 
, anfwer has yet been received. 


September sth, half paft two e’clock, P. M. 


Tus the matter refted till about feven 


e’clock yefterday evening, when inftead of re- 
| v turning 


Y 
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turning an anfwer to our repeated demand of an 
hearing, which we ftill adhere to as our un- 

doubted right, the Secretary of the Council 
inclofed to William Bradford, a copy of anew 
refolve, defiring him to acquaint us with it; 
wherein, without the leaft mention of fupport- 
ing their infinuations againft us, they fhift the 
ground on which they fet out, and propofe a 
teft to be taken by us, in full fatisfaCtion of cll 
their fufpicions.— 


To this refolve we are preparing an anfwer, 
which we intend foon to lay before them : And 
in the mean time, we beg you will avoid the 
being influenced by any anonymous publications 
which our adverfaries, to draw our attention 
3 from the immediate object before us, may utter 
againft us, filled with falfchoods and mifrepre- 
fentations, which they may be encouraged to 
publith from an affurance that the printers 
would conceal their names, 


ic, 0 Biatias 


Ov R attention is now engaged in a moft im- 
portant ftruggle, for civil and religious Liberty ; 
we therefore hope, you will not expect us to 
wafte that time in refuting fuch anonymous 
performances, which is wholly requifite for 

bringing 
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bringing this grand point to a proper conclufion. 
We cannot however wholly pafs by a publica- 
tion in the laft Evening Poft, calculated to 
throw an odiam on the juft caufe in which we 
are fuffering: It is reprefented in that piece, 
that the Quakers are the principal objects of 
refentment, and the caufe affigned is the iffuing 
“© feditious publications fliled Teftimonies” one 
of which they affert has been unfeafonably pub- 
lithed at two critical periods. 


A fingle ray of chriftian charity, would be fuf- 
ficient to thew the uncandid conftruation put by 
that writer upon the exercife of thofe religious 
“rights fecured by the conftitution to every reli- 
gious fociety of warning, and admonithing their 
members to avoid every thing inconfiftent with 
the principles they hold.—It is well known, 
that at both the times hinted at, contending 
"armies were endeavouring within the circle of . 
their yearly meeting, to procure all perfons that 
fhould come in their way to join them in mili-+ 
tary preparations. 


Tue ‘Teitimony of the Quakers is againft all 
wars and fighting, and again{t entering into 
military engagements of any kind; furely then, 

% it 
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it was the right of the Reprefentatives of that 
Society, to caution their Members from engag- 
ing in any thing contrary to their Religious 
Principles. But if it be an offence in thofe who 
were active in that Publication, what have thofe 
of us done who are not Members of that Soci- 
ety, who are of the Church of England (which 
two denominations comprehend all the fubferib- 
ers) and who have publithed no Teftimonigs. 


Burt this cannot be confidered by the Writer 
as a dangerous Publication, or why does he re- 
publith it inthe prefent critical fituation of pub- 
lic affairs ; furely this charge is a mere pre- 
tence to vilify a refpectable body of the = 
bitants. 


Tuus we have furnifhed you with a calm, 
and difpaffionate account of our prefent circums 
ftances, and we with to have it confidered as a 
vindication of our own charatters, and a peace- 
able, tho’ firm affertion of the unalienable rights 
of Freemien. 


DivFicuLTies may perhaps await us, but re~ 
lying on the affiftance of that Almighty Being, 


who is the Guardian of the innocent, We pre- 
pare 
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pare to meet them, rather than endanger Pus- 
tic Happiness AND Freepom by a voluntary 
furreoder of thofe Rights which we have never 
forfeited. 


Mafon’s Lodce, September 6th, 1777+ 
Trae! Pemberton, Miers Fiber, 
‘Yobn Hunt, Thomas. Fifver, 
James Pemberton, Samuel R. Fufher, 
Thomas Wharton, Thomas Affleck, 
John Pemberton, Charles Fervis, 
Thomas. Coombe, Wm. Sinith, ( Broker,) 
Edward Penington,. Thomas Pike, 


Henry Drinker, William Drewet Smith, 
Samuel Pleafants, Eljabh Brown, 

Thomas Gilpin, Charles Eddy, 

Phineas Bond, aa Owen Sones, Junrs 


September 8th, 17775 


P. S. Tue foregoing Addrefs was pre- 
_ pared,’ ‘and intended for publication in the Even- 
ing Pot of the 6th inftant; but before we 
thought proper to deliver it to the Printer, we 
chofe to have fome converfation with him; he 
was fent for, and attended us ; we told him we 
had a paper to publifh. in our vindication, with 

/ our 
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our names figned, that as we were confin’d up- 
on fome fufpicions unknowa to us, it was hard 
we fhould be attacked by anonymous writers in 
the papers, our characters afperfed, and preju- 
dices excited againtt us, when we were de- 
manding a hearing, which ought to be unbiafs’d 
and impartial. We therefore required of him, 
as what we thought a matter of right, accord- 
ing to the rules of every impartial Free Prefs, 
that he would refrain from publithing hereafter 
any anonymous papers reflecting upon us, and 
that he would acquaint us with the name of 
the writer of two paragraphs, in the then laft 
Poft, highly injurious to our characters. To 
the former he gave us an abfolute promife to 
adhere ; to the latter he faid, that he could not 
give up the name without the writer's confent ; 
that he would go to him, and return with his 
anfwer as foon as he could, at the fame time 
promifing, that if we defired it, he would infert 
our Addrefs in the Poft of that evening, tho’ it 
would delay it’s appearance till {cme time the 
next day : He went away and we have not fince 
heard from him. Hence we conclude the writer 
is afhamed to avow the performance. 


We 
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We now lay before you a Remonftrance pre- 
fented to Congrefs by eight of us, who were 


feleéted by them, and recommended to the — 


Council as dangerous men, who ought to be 
fecured, the reft of us being named by the 
Council themfelves and included together with 
them in the General Warrant. 


To rut CONGRESS. 


The Remonfirance of the Subfcribers, Citizens 


of PHILADELPHIA. 


s 


SHEWETH, 
HAT we are now confined by a military 
guard, having been arrefted and depriv- 
ed of our Liberty, by order of the Prefident and 
Council of Pennfylvania, in confequence of a 
Refolve made by you, on the 28th day of the 
laft month, ‘“* Recommending to the Execu- 
tive Powers of the feveral ftates, to apprehend 
and fecure all perfons, who have in their general 
condut, and converfation, evidenced a difpofi- 
tion inimical to the caufe of America,” and par- 
ticularly namiog us, the fub{cribers, ‘ together 
with all fuch papers, in our pofleflion, as may 
be 


. 
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be of a political nature ;” the copy of which 
refolve, we gould not obtain ’till yelterday after- 
noon. 

Conscrous of out innocence, and that we 
have. miniftred no juft occafion, to have our 
characters thus traduced, and injurioufly treat- 
ed; we have remonftrated to the faid Prefident 
and Council, againft their arbitrary, unjag, and 
illegal proceedings againtt us, and demanded 
our undoubied: right of being heard by them: 
Knowing we can manifeft. the falfebood and 
injaftice, of any injyrious charge, or fafpicions, 


they ‘or you, may entertain concerning us $5 


but we are. denied the opportunity of fuch a 
hearing, and were laft evening informed, by 
their order, that they have refolved to fend us 
to Stanton, in the county of .Augufla, in Virgi- 
nia, to be fecured there—and we are now told, 
that place is appointed by you, for our confine- 
ment. 


We therefore, by our love to our country, 
whofe true intereft and profperity we have 
fteadily purfued, thro’ the courfe of our con- 
duct and converfations, and in juftice to our 
characters, as freemen and chriftians, with that 

= . freedom 
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freedom and ‘tefolution, which influences men, 
concious of being void of juft caufe of offence, 
are bound to remonftrate againft.your arbitrary, 
unjuft, and cruel treatment of us, our charae- 
- ters, and families, and againft the courfe of 
proceeding, you have chofe and prefcribed ;_ by 
which the liberty, property, and character, of 
every Freeman in America, is, or may be en- 
dangered.—-Moft of you are not perfonally 
known tous, nor. aré we toyou; and few of 
‘you shave had the opportunity of converfing 
with any-of us, or of knowing any thing more 
of our conduét and converfation, than what you 
have received from others, and thus we are 
fubjeGted to the unjuft fufpicions, you have en- 
tertained from the tincertain reports of our ad- 
yerfaries) and are condemned unheard, to be 
deprived of our moft endearing connestions, and 
temporal enjoyments, when our perfonal care 
of them, is moft immediately neceflary. 


We are therefore engaged in the moft folemn 
manner, to call upon, and intreat you, to recon~ 
fider the courfe of your proceedings, refpecting 
us; and-either by yourfelves, or the faid Prefi- 
dent and Council, to give us the opportunity 


ef hearing, and anfwering to every matter 
fuggefted 
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fuggelted to, and entertained by you or them, 
againft us—being aflured we fhall appear to be 


true friends to, and anxioufly folicitous for the 
profperity of America, on the principles of juftice 


and liberty-—and tho’ we are clearly convin-- 
ced, from the precepts of Chrift, the do@rine_ 


of his Apoftles, and the example of his follow- 
ers, in the primitive ages.of Chriftianity, that 
all outward wars and fightings are unlawful, 
and therefore cannot join therein, for any caufe 
whatever,——We cannot but remind you, -that 
we are by the fame principles reftrained from 
purfuing any meafures, inconfifttent with. the 
Apoftolie advice, ** To live peaceably. with:all 
men," under. whatever powers it is our lot to 
live, which rule of conduct,-we are determined 
to obferve, whatever you, or apy others ing 
determine pemerentog us, 


Your stelibicr, in the confpicuous ftation 
you fiand, and the regard due to the liberties, 
properties, and even the lives of thofe, who 
are, and may be affected, by the courfe of your 
proceedings, fo loudly preclaim the juftice of 
our DEMAND of a hearing, that if more time 
remained for it, we judge farther reafoning 
unneceflary, befeeching you to remember, that 

we 
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we are all to appear before the Tribunal of 
Divine Juftice, there to render-an account of 
our actions, and to receive a reward according 
as ‘our works have been.—And we fincerely 
defire’ for you, as we do for ourfelves, that we 
may all fo direct our courfe, that we: may at 


that Tribunal, receive the anfwer, “ of well 


done,”,.and. enjoy the’ reward of Eternal Peace 


and Happinefs, 


W ¢ are Your real Friends, 


Trae] Pemberton, | Henry Drinker, 
James Pemberton, | Thomas Fifher, 
 fobn Pemberton, Samuel Pleasants, 
“Thomas Wharton, | Samuel R. Fifher. 


Philadelphia, 5th, gmo. 1777; t 
Lodge- Alley. 


We have feen the Refolves of Congrefs pub- 
lithed in the Evening Poft, of which we hall 
take due notice: And alfo the Papers publithed 
by order of Congrefs, in a Supplement to the 
Pennfylvania Packet: As they are particularly 
pointed at a religious fociety, who are capable of 
anfwering fot their own condué, we fhall Icave 
it to them to confute the infinuations contained 

in 
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in fome parts of that Publication which fome 
>of us know they are able to do. 


We alfothink it our duty to acquaint you, 
that Alexander Stedman, and Charles Stedman, 
junr. who are included in the General Warrant, 
‘Were apprehended and brought here with ué, 

but ina few hours they were carried under 
guard to the New Prifon, where we are informe 
ed they yet remain as much geglected by their 
accufers as we have been. 


N. B. Seven o’Clock P.M. We prefented another Remon 
Strance to the Prefident and Council this Day, to which we have 
received an anfwer, both which we foall endeavor to bund io 


she Public To-morrow. 
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Ma/fon’s Lodge, Septe 99 17796 \ 
W E_ now lay before you the papers referred 
to im our note of laft evening, together 
with a copy of a letter received by Dr. Hutcha 
infon, informing us of the refult of Council) 
upon the laft Remonftrance, 


Copy of a letter from Timothy Matlack ¢g 
William Bradford, . 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5, 1777¢ 
Sr R, 

A Rinanesbdoide figned by the Gentle- 
men confined atthe Ma/on’s Lodge, having been 
prefented to Council and read, the Council took 
the fame into confideration, and afked the ad~ 
yice of Congrefs thereupon, which being re~ 
ceiv’d, Council thereupon pafled the following 
Refolve, which they beg the favour of you to 
communicate to the aforefaid Gentlemen, 


In COUNCIL, Philadelphia, Sept. §, 17776 
Resotvep, That fuch of the perfons, now 
confined in the Lodge, as fhall take and fub- 
{eribe the Oath or Afirmation, required by law, 
in this Common-wealth ; or that fhall take 


G ang 
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and fabferibe the following Oatd or re: 
tion, to wit, cl 7s r 


_ Ido frorar, (or affirm) that £ will be ‘fideful 
and bear true allegiance to ihe Common-wealth 
of Pennfylvania, as a. Free and Independent 
‘State, thall be difcharged. 


« Lam, refpectfully, your very. humble Servt. 
Ti MAINE ACK; Secy. 
To Col. W. BRADFORD. 


Wi B. This letter was delivered to, Mr. 
Bradford, as the an{wer of Council, to "ee fe~ 
cond Remonftrance. 


Copy of 2 third Remonftrance, prefented to the 


Prefident and Council yeflerday, by the bands 
of Samuel Rhoads and Dr. Hutchinfon. 


To the Prefident and Council of Pennfylvania. 

The Remonftrance of the fubfcribers, Freemen, 
and Inhabitants of the City of Philadelphia, 
now confined in the sa 5 a 


SHEWETH, 
a HAT it is with pain, we find ourfelves 
"under the difagreeable neceflity, of again 
‘remonftrating againft your extraordinary ae 
oO 
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of treating us; when our laft Remonftrance 
was delivered to your Prefident, -he gave ex= 
pectation to our fellow-citizens who waited 
on him, © that he: would lay it before you, and 
return am anfwer—Notwithftanding which, . we 
have as yet received no anfwer whatfoever to 
it,. but iaftead thereof, a paper figned’ by your 
Secretary, was delivered to us by William Brad- 
Jord, the contents of -which we. fhall have oc- 
cafion to remark on. ng 


“Bor, “we muft not omit another letter receiv~ 
ed: thro® the fame channel, by which we are 
confirm’ d in the trath, of what we had before 
heard, that on the very day you were addrefled 
by three of us to de beard, and before we. were 
furnithed with a copy of the GuNERAL W ar- 
RANT), you. had refolved.to ‘banith us to Stau= 
ton, in “the county of Augupia, i in Virginia, a 
a 
place where - you. claim no jurifdiGion, and to 


which we are uiter frangers this refolution 
formed againft a body of innocent F reemen, 
while demanding - to ‘be beard, is, we believe, 
the firft inftance of the kind to be found i in the 
~ hiftory of our country, : and, befidesthe violent 
infringement of the laws and conttitution 
which you have engaged to ‘govern by, the 

; hardfhip | 
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hardthip is heightened by the particular fituae) 
tion of that country at this time ; as it is pub» 
licly afferted, that the Indians have :already, 
commenced hoftilities upon the frontiers of Vir=, 
ginia, not very far diftant from-the place of our: 
intended banifhment, as tho’ you could find no 
hee, of fecurity without ary our lives. 

F rom the profeflions you have repeatedly 
tnade of your love of Liberty and Jaftice, and 
the manner in which we have demanded our 
undoubted rights, we had reafon to expe to 
have heard from you on the fubjeé of ‘our laft’ 
Remonftrance $ but we find we were miftaken, 
and the complaints of ee ne full 
remain unanfwered, 


WHETHER you imagine’ we are of too little 
confequence to be A pace or expect that con- 
finement will reduce us to a tame acquiefcence 
with your arbitrary proceedings, we fhall not 
‘determine ; ; it will not divert our attention from 
‘the important obje&t we have in view in behalf 
‘of ourfelves, and our country.—Nor will fubtle 
propofals fit only to captivate the unwary, decoy 
5 from the fare greene on which we ftand in 

to 
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toa meafure as illegal, and unconftitutional as 


your GeneRAL WARRANT, and our oppreflive 
treatment under it. 


Tue propofition contain’d in your refolve of 
the sth inft. to difcharge us upon taking the 
Teft “ required by law,” or the new. Teft fram- 
ed by yourfelves now demand our notice. 


Anp firft we would obferve that if you hada 
tight to make fuch a propofition, we think it 
very improper to be made to menin our fituas 
tion. You have-firft deprived us of our Liberty, 
en offe pretence, which finding you are not able 
to juftify, you wave, and require as a condition 
of our enlargement, that we fhould.confefs our- 


felves men of fufpicious characters by doing . 3 


what, ought not to be expected from innocent. 
men. This kind of procedure is not new in 
hiftory ; for tho’ the great patriots of the revo- 
lution. found better expedients for the, fecurity, 
of their government, than what arifes from 
oaths of abjuration, yet the annals, both of | 
Old and New-England are {tained with accounts 
of men, in circumftances fimilar to our own, 
dragged before magiftrates, on the bare fufpie 
gion of crimes; of whom Tefts, which they 

con{cientioufly 
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con{cientioufly {crupled to take, have been af- 
terwards demanded, as the condition of their en= 
largement.—But fuch examples we fhould hope, 
would not have found patrons among men 
profefling to be reformers upon all the: plans 
of ‘civil and religious Liberty, — by the 

free nations om sbusopes 

It ig ee to us that men ihtrufted with 
Supreme Executive Powers fhould. be fo regard= 
lefs of the Jaws you have moft folemnly. engaged 
‘so execute, as to require us to do more than 
thofe very laws enjoin. By the Teft AG every 
inhabitant may take the Teft;‘and enjoy. all the 
rights of Freemen, or decline it, and fubmit toa 
deprivation of fome of them, of which atevex- 
prefied in that AG; but no power is given to any 
éfficer of juftice whatlcever, to tender it to any 
perfon except “in particular circumftances, and 
as the. charge againft us is not founded ona 
breach of that Jaw, it is evident you exceeded 
your authority in putting dt to: us. But if after 
what is paft, ‘we could be furprized at any thing 
you do, we fhould have been aftonifhed at the 
rapid progrefs of your ufurpation’in affuming 
Legiflative Powers to yourfelves, while the 
Affembly was fitting under the fame roof. You 
= have 
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have overturned the only fecurity the Conftitu~, 
tion has given the people againft abfolute. def- 
potifm, by attempting to exercife the authority 
of fragving a Refolve operating as a.Law.atthe © 
Se gc the engi of oxening ee. 

~ Your dain; as, . one branch of the Conftitution 
As pilose soa to the execating the.laws:as you find 
them, and does not.extend to the making new 
ones to falve your own irregular conduct. You 
shave undertaken allthis by propofing a new 
-Teft of your own enacting, unknown to the 
Laws and Conftitution of the, Governmenst 

which you are to execute, unfupported by any 
authority under which you act; and this an 
ex poft facto Law made to criminate by a refufal, 
_thofe who, before.were innocent. And if we 
were in your opinion, fuch dangerous perfons, 
as you, underthe fanction of the Congrefs, have 
endeavoured to\reprefent us, and could not be 
“fecured without fending us to fo remote and 
~dangerous> partsof the country, beyond the 
“limits of your jurifdiGtion, how willthe public 
be fecured,by our taking either of the Tefts you 
* have ‘propofed ;—-That men of bad principles 
‘will fubmit to ed Tefts to cover their dange- — 
rous 
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- g ous and wicked purpofes is evident to all who 
have been converfant in public affairs, 


Tue great Lord Hallifax, who in the name 

of the People of England prefented the'Crown 
to Kiog William and Queen Mary at the Revo- 
lution, has expreffed himfelf on this fubject, in 
the following nervous terms, ‘* As there is fo 
real fecurity to any ftate by oaths, fo no private 
perfon, much lefs ftate(man would ever order 
his affairs as relying on it; for no man would 
ever fleep with open doors, or unlock’d-up-trea- 
fare, or plate, fhould all the Town be {worn 


not to rob.” 


ANoTHER moft extraordifiaty proceeding ‘we 
find in your Secretary’s letter, where he fays that 
you afked and received the advice of Congrefs, 
upon our Remonftrance before you determined 
upon it. What! thall unaccufed Citizens, de- 
manding their inherent rights be delayed, or 
refufed a Hearing until Congrefs can be con 
{ulted ? A Body, who have engaged not to in- 
terfere in the internal police of the Govern 
ment. Perhaps you. thought the authority of a 
recommendation from Congrefs would render 


your arbitrary defigns effectual, and countenance 
you 


Ss 
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you in the eyes of the people. We truft you 


will be miftaken, and that neither Congrefs nor 
the a will approve your meafures, ; - 

Having. ‘si ed on yout tlt 
_protefting dur. innocence, we again-repeat our 
prefling demand, to bevinformed of the caufe of 
our commitment, and to have a hearing i in the 
face of our ‘country, beforé whom we fhall 
either ftand «Yow or ‘eondemneds 


ail Sern: --u. William Drewet Smith, 
“fames Pemberton,\> Samuel Pleafants, 
_Sfobn Hunt, ___—-. Wm. Smith, (Broket,) 
oT bomas Wharton, _ Charles Servisy, a 
-Lhomas, Coombe, : <i! Tk cael Pike, Loree A 
= stewie Penington, ‘= Thomas Gilpin, si | 
Stobn Pemberton, °° Samuel R. Fifer,” 
Henry, Drinker, « Thomas . Fifer, 
_. Phineas, Bondy «3.0.5 Elijah Brown, 
Thomas Affleck, Miers Fifher, 
| Owen Fone:, ‘Jiitire’ °° Obarles Eddy, 


L DHWSG .! 


Ho tséP hiladelpia, 


Tillie 


46 To the INHABITANTS 


: : ae Lah 8, 1777- 
_ THE? Remonitrahce delivered by you and 
Samuel Rhoads, E{q; to me, has been read in 
“Council, “and 1° am direéted® to’ acquaint you, 
‘that the bufinefs to which "this Remonftrarice 
bg ee us ene a Ry: 


GP Sly 


Leh b edad 


bie Kater Fears 
T. Marrack, Secy. 
fo Dre Hurcainsonpes 8 
= Majer hitb, ‘Sept. 9.1777; 10 vClek, P.M. 
To the INHABITANTS of ‘Pewna¥ivanza. 


The following is a Copy oF 4 Paper we ‘received at half pak 
four o’Clock this Afternoon, and we have fingé received: Orders 
to prepare for our Banifhment TeemneNe, ‘ ; 


ae CoO NS hae 
: Philadelphia eh 97.1777 
Reape AML 
THA TF <Sames Pemberton; Saw Drinker, 
Tfrael Pemberton, fobn Pemberichs Samuel Plea- 
fants, Thomas Wharton, {enior, Thomas Fifher, 
(Son of Fofbua;) Samuel coer (Son of Fo/hua,) 
Miers 
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Miers Fifber; Elijab Brown, “fobn Hunt, Phineas 
Bond, Rev. Lhomas Coombe; Charles Fervis, 
William Dréwet Smith; Charles Eddy, Thomas 
Pike, Owen ‘fones, Junt. Edward Penington; 
| William Smith, Thomas Gilpin, and, Thomas. f= 
Jleck, apprehended by Council, as petfons who’ 
have unifétmly manifefted by their general . 
condu& and converfation, a difpofition highly 
inimical to’ the caufe of America, and now im- 
ptifoned in the Freé-Mafon’s Ledge in this” 
city, they refufitig to confine themfélves to their 
feveral dwellings, and thereby making the re-— 
ftraint of their’ pérfons id another manner necef- | 
fary ; and having refufed to promife to refrain 
from correfponding with: the’ enemly ;' and alfo 
declined giving any affurance of allégiancé: to 
this ftate; as’ of right they ought » do:thereby~ 
renounce all» the: privileges of citizenthip ; and 
that it appeats they. confider themfelves'as fub- 
jects of the King’ of Great-Britain, thé enemy 
of this and the other United States of America; 
and that they ought to be proceeded with ace 
cordingly. | | 
Refolved, That perfons of like characters, and 
in emergencies equal to the prefént, when the 
enemyzié: at out doors, have'in the other ftates, 
been. 
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beer arrefted ‘and fecured upon fufpicions, arif=" 
ing from their general behaviour, and refufal to’ 
‘acknowledge their. allegiance tothe ftates, of . 
which they were the proper fubjects ; and that - 
fuch proceedings may be abundantly juftified by’ 
the conduét of the freeft nations, and the autho~ \_ 


rity of the:moft judicious civilians. “Therefore 


Refolved, That the perfons whofe names are; 


mentioned above, be, without further delay, 


removed to Stanton, in Virginia, there to be 


treated accerding to their characters and ftations, 
as far as may be confiftent with the fecuring of 
their perfons. Alfo, 


Refolued, That William Imlay, {aid to be a 


fubjec&t of the ftate of New-York, having behav- 
ed in like manner as the perfons above meation- . 


ed, and~in particular declined to give aflurance 


of allegiance to the ftate of New-York, be re- » 


moved and fecured with the reft. 


Ordered, That Colonel Nicola, the Town- 
Major, fecure the prifoners above named, now 
in the Mafon’s Lodge, and affift in feumenny 
them out of the city. 

_ Extraét from the Minutes, 
T MATLACK,: Secy. 
As 
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As we confider this to be the higheft A& of Tyranny that has 
been exercifed in any age or country, where the fhadow of . 


Liberty was left, we have, in the following manner, entered our 
Proteft again& marenonee. 


To the Prefident fed Council of Penn(ylvaniay. 


The Remonftrance and Protef of the Subfcribers, 


Sheweth, | 
TH AT your refolve of this day, was this 


afternoon delivered to us; which ‘is’the 


more unexpected, as laft evening your Secretary 
informed us you had referred our bufinefs to 
Congrefs, to whom we were about further to 


apply. 


In this refolve, contrary to the inherent 


rights of mankind, ahah condemn us to banifh- ° 


ment unheard, 


You determine matters concerning us, which 
we could have difapproved had our right to a 
hearing been granted. 


The charge againft us of refufing * to pro- 
** mife to refrain from correfponding with the 
** enemy,” infinuates that. we have already held 
fuch correfpondence, which we utterly and 
folemnly deny. The 


‘ey | > eT 


so. Toth VNHABITANTS 
The tefts you propofed we were by no law 


bound to ‘fubfcribe ; rs ‘and: notwithfanding | our ae 
refufing them, we are fill jody. and lawfully. i 


entitled to all the rights: of citizen thip,. of : ge 
you are idiisch sig to ‘deprive us. 


aA 
: “We eg never ees ‘fffered to come before 
you to evince our innocence, and reméve fuf- 


pigions which you, have iaboured to inftil inte» 


the minds of others, and| at the fame time knew 
to. be groundlefs,. aliho’.Congrefs recommended , 


it,to you to give us a hearing, and. your, Prefident ; - 
this morning affured two of our friendswe, — 


fhould have it. 


In, vindication of our charaéters,, we who ate 
of the people called uae erm are free-to declare, ; 
That E. i 


Altho’ at the timesmany of our forefathers: 
' were:cornvinced of the truth, which we their 
defcendants now profefs, great fluctuations’. 
‘and various changes and turnings happened in 
government; and they were gréatly vilified and 
perfecuted for a firm and fteady adherence to 
their peaceable’ and’ iboffenfive principles, yet 
oi were’ preferved from afy thing tending to 
promote 


Ny or 
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‘promote infarre&ions, confpiracies, or the thed- 
ding of blood; and during the troubles which 
by permiffion of .DivineoProvidence have lat~ 


terly prevailed, we have fteadily maintained Jour - 


Religioss. Principles in thefe-refpedts, :andshave 
‘not held any’ correfpondence with ‘the contetid= 


“ing parties, ‘as is unjuftly ibfinuated; “bat are 


‘withheld’ and reftrained “from ‘being: concerned 
‘in fach ‘matters, by’ that © Divine Principle of 
Grace an@ Truth ‘whish! we profefs to be otir 
guide add*rale through life. This is of ore 
force and obligation’ than all the Petts’ and: kis 
clarations ee by men. (G-O2 


9 born hee 


o AND wes file are alittle of England, 
care free to-declare-to: you andtosthe: world,°rhae 
rwe never have.at any time; during the prefeng 
lcontroverfy, either directly or indirealy ** come 


wmunicated aby «intelligence: whatewer oto’ the 


Commander of the Briti(h Forces, or any other 
perfon coneérhed® th public affairs.” “And with 


the farne. cheecfulnets we would have. engaged ‘ 


not to bold ‘any fuch correfpondence ini futore, 
had. not ‘the _requifition been coupled with i igno- 


minious and: illegal-reftriGtions, {abjeCing us to. 


become. prifoners: within the walls of our own 
Selle a aad to farrender ourfelves to the 
Perit  Peefident 


2 


Yeas 


—. Te 
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Prefident and Council on demands. This the 

clear corifcioufnels of our. own innocence abfo- 

lutely forbade us:to‘accede to. Vi : 
“Uron the whole, your proceedings: ie! ‘been 


fo arbitrary that words! are wanting’ to expre 
our fenfe of them. Wedo,therefore, as. the laft 


office we expect you will now fuffer us to per= 
form for the benefit of our country, in) behalf of 
-ourfelves and thofe. freemen of Pennfylvania 
who. ftill have any regard for liberty, folemnly 
remonftrate and proteft againft your, whole,con- 
dué& jin this unreafonable excefs. of PORE exer- 


cifed by you. 
Tuar the evil and deftrudtive fpirit of vate 


ambitidh and arbitrary power, with-which you 
shave. been, aétuated, may ceafe,and-be no-more; 
‘andsthat: peace om earth,: and good will: toomen 
-may happily take the place thereof in your and 
all men’s minds, is the: fincere defire of: your 


oppreffed and injured fellow-citizens..... . > 

~Ifrael Pemberton, ~~ Owen Jones, Sunior, 
John Hunt, Thomas Gilpin, — 
James Pemberton, ~ Charles Jervis, oe : 
john Pemberton, , » Phineas sBond;- «> > 
Thomas. Wharton, _ _...Thomas, Affieck, 
Edward Penington, a ~ William Drewet Smith, 
Thomas Coombe, © °°’ ~~ "Thomas Pike, ; 
Henry Drinker, ae ». William Smith, (Broker) 

Thomas Fifher, Elijah Brown, ; 
Samuel Pleafants, Charles Eddy, 
Samuel R. Fihher, Miers Fither. 


. > 
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